At the Experimental Television Center 
in Binghamton, New York, Ed works 
with the Abe Paik Synthesizer 


about the artist... 


A native of Buffalo, New York, Ed Mellnik 
received a bachelor of arts in Communications 
from the State University of New York in 
1973. During his last two years of study, he 
was employed as a Technical Director by the 
University’s Instructional Communications 
Center, where he produced programs for class- 
room use, as well as a variety of documen- 
taries and satire-documentaries. 


Concurrent with his work at |.C.C., he laid 
the foundation for the All Campus Television 
network (Act V), a student owned and opera- 
ted division of the University Union Activities 
Board. Under Ed's direction, Act V has be 
come a complete closed-circuit system, offer 
ing innovative, non-commercial programming 
to the student body, as well as an opportunity 
for interested students to learn the technical 
and artistic aspects of the video medium. 


In 1972 Ed taught a course in Experimental 
Video using half-inch tape equipment. As a 
result of the course, a six-episode soap opera 
was produced, entitled “The Day After 
Tomorrow.” 


During the past two years Ed has spent a great 
deal of time at the Experimental Television 
Center in Binghamton, New York. He has 
been working with the Abe Paik Video 
Synthesizer in both compositional and pro- 
cess-oriented work, In the last year the dimen- 
sions of time and space, and how they express 
themselves on a nineteen-inch screen, have 
become Ed's main area of experimentation 
His studies have led to the development of 
video sculpture and projection, as contrasted 
with the over-used concepts of multi-moni 
tored video environments. In his five minute 
piece, “‘The Door,” Ed uses video space as 
both the medium for the program and the 
door itself. Ed is currently involved in com- 
pleting a piece entitled “Dialogue,” and is 
giving workshops in conceptual video at the 
State University of New York at Buffalo. 
‘Apparition, a video performance group 
recently developed by Ed and fellow video 
artist Al Pierce, will have its debut at the 
State University of New York at Buffalo in 
April, 1975, and is planning a national tour in 
the near future. 


bibliography of work 


conceptual works 


The Piano 
Self Performance 1972 3min. bi h 
(Previously “The Di 

Video Doily 1973 10min. color 

The Magic Mirror 1973. 5Smin. color 

The Door 1973 5 min. color 
Building of a City 1973. 7min. color 
Journey 1973. 7min. color 

A Portrait of Paul 1974 5min. color 

Piece to the Puzzle 1974 4min. color 

One Minute 1974 1 min. color 
Visitor 1974 4min. color 
Black & White 1974 10min. black & wh 


a process tape 
Triad: aprocesstape 1975 60min. black & wh 


Subjective Spacein 1975 18min. color 
Three Movements (music by Roger Luther) 


exhibitions 


A Boob in a Tube 

A Nixon Video Ride (1973) 

State University of New York at Buffalo, Norton Hall 
Center Lounge 

A video fun-house consisting of a tunnel through 
which visitors rode in wheelchairs, viewing excerpts 
of Mr. Nixon’s most famous failures, The video 
manipulation booth at the end of the ride allowed 
visitors to mix audio and video portions of speeches 
to create their own Nixon. Sponsored by the 
Freshman Orientation Committee, SUNY/Buffalo. 


documentary and satire 


Bureaucracy 


jumor 


dr 


number 


by Larry Stein 


Sellout (28 min.) 


mmercial television in its truest form. 


Leonard Nimoy (60 min.) 
A 


very personal look at in who cre 
Spock. From a lecture tate Univ 
Ni k at Buffalo 
Angela Davis (60 min.) 
One of the outstanding leaders of America’s “counter 
culture’ discusses 
A Visit to Griffis Park (30 min.) 
A documentation of a sculpture park in Ashford 
Hollow, New York, featuring all-metal pieces by artist 
Larry Griffis. 
The Making of a Soap Opera (40 min.) 
The producer/directors of The Day After 


Tomorrow” discuss the people and concepts behind 
the serial as compared to commercial television 


The Day After Tomorrow (6 episodes, 20 min.) 
A serious, yet comical continuing drama in the 
traditional soap opera format 


Backfeed (1974) 

State University of New York at Buffalo, Gallery 219 
Video sculpture, a technique Ed originated using an 
array of mirrored feedback, Images were unique in 
that they only existed in motion, were highly 
detailed, and created the illusion of color on a black 
and white screen. Image-making workshops were held 
during the exhibit and a live dialogue between two 
performers and the monitors opened the show, 
creating an interaction between real space and 
videospace. 


ELECTRONIC IMAGEMAKING 


